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Chinoys in Social Service
By: Fr. Aristotle Dy, SJ

It used to be that Chinoys, a.k.a. Chinese Filipinos or Filipino-Chinese, were identified 
only with the world of business.  From taipans with malls to tinderas at hardwares and tiangges, 
local Chinese were simply expected to be involved in one business or another. Look around you, 
however, and you will find many Chinese who are not confined to the world of business.

Ever since Filipino citizenship was acquired by the majority of the local Chinese, and 
with the economic success of first and second-generation Chinese, Chinoys now have more 
options in life.  Thanks to the hard work of their elders, especially their investment in the 
education of their children, Chinoys now have the mobility to pursue careers that may not be 
financially rewarding.

A growing number of Chinoys are working in education, social work, and even public 
service.  I know of many alums of Chinese schools who have returned to their alma maters as 
teachers or administrators.  Some, like John Burtkenley Ong and the late Lawrence Ong, have 
dedicated their lives to social work such as working with the Mangyans of Mindoro. As a Jesuit 
novice, I served as an orderly at Tala Leprosarium where I met a Chinese-speaking occupational 
therapist who paid special attention to an abandoned Chinese man who was recovering from 
Hansen’s disease.  That therapist is only one of many Chinoys in the medical profession who 
volunteer their services for the good of society.  For many years now, the family of Betty Ngo of 
St. Jude Parish has been operating a home for the aged.  In Manila, Pasay, and Dagupan, there 
are Chinoys serving in the local government.   The Chinoy fire brigades all over the country have 
a sterling reputation for community service. 

And then there are those like myself who have embraced the priestly or religious life.  Fr. 
Danny Huang, Johnny Go, and Bro. Terence Ang are the other Ateneo alumni who have become 
Jesuits.  There is also Fr. Peterson Tieng who is a priest of the Lorenzo Ruiz Mission Society.

We need not look far for Chinoys who are dedicated to the work of social service and 
nation-building.  Stephanie Limuaco of Ateneo Gawad Kalinga, Harvey Keh and Solvie Nubla 
of Pathways to Higher Education, and the Chinoy students in the Ateneo Christian Life 
Community are only some of the ethnic Chinese who are dedicating themselves to improving life 
for our fellow Filipinos.  

There is nothing wrong with going into business, and it is still the place where you find 
the largest concentration of Chinese.  But there are other possibilities now, and we are living in 
the new springtime for Chinese in the Philippines.

Today, it is possible to tell Chinoys, “Follow the desires of your heart.  Do not be 
constrained by social expectations. Live your ideals and you will find your greatest happiness.”

Transforming Lives through Volunteerism 
By: Hannah Varilla

Mahatma Gandhi’s political standpoint on a revolutionary society is one wherein “good 
government is no substitute for self-government”. As much as the global society at present 
thrives in the throes of technological pursuits despite economic odds and political limitations, 
there is one constant factor that keeps the stream of progression alive, and that is an open 
mindedness with regard to service. No matter how bankrupt the Filipinos get, or how many times 
embezzlement and corruption abound in multinational companies or the government, the 
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buoyancy effect of this “lifesaver” keeps the population, especially the marginalized, on their 
toes, always breathing in a fresh air of hope. 

In each society, there must always be a go-between in terms of the individual interacting 
with the government. A facilitator of good government management, NGO’s and socially 
oriented organizations continue to fulfill their duties as active correspondents to society, seeking 
to fill the gap left by preoccupied public administration and constantly innovating new changes –
stepping outside the borders of conventional government allocation and provision. 

Generally NGO’s have 4 characteristics: “they are voluntary, independent, nonprofit, and 
aim to improve the circumstances of disadvantaged people.” They also act on issues of “public 
interest”, rather than “social interest”. Developmental NGO’s are concerned with mobilizing the 
government to act on infrastructural and social services. Advocacy-oriented NGO’s are, 
meanwhile, concerned with the development of community organizing, focusing on “self-help 
and mobilization”. Service-oriented NGO’s, coming from a literal perspective, are mainly 
involved in “provision of services” and making them more available to all categories of society. 

Humble Beginnings and Magnificent Endings
Each NGO has its distinctive trademark and influence on each individual. As Ateneans, 

we have been exposed to their nature and self-propagating ideals. It is highly encouraged by our 
system of “being men and women for others”, and it is a decided factor in bringing about social 
harmony and considerable change. 

Gawad Kalinga, started through the initiative of Couple for Christ who were sparked by a 
desire to regenerate or reform “juvenile gang members” and out-of-school youth in Bagong 
Silang, Caloocan City. This used to be the biggest squatters’ relocation area in the Philippines. 
The main goal of this community is to build 700,000 homes in 7,000 in 7 years. A major NGO 
unit in developing countries, its foreign benefactors also believe in the importance of developing 
homes or a decent shelter in order to “transform humanity” – in a million other ways. Numerous 
ways to enjoin Gawad Kalinga’s humanitarian goals can come in very different forms. 
Alyssabeth Reyes, a 9 year old who established her own GK project – Mission S.S.S., (Mission 
Sibol School Supplies) has been a great source of educational materials and resource for the 
schools in the south. 

As she was eating in a restaurant one day with her mom, she noticed the crayons that 
were given by the pack and wondered what kids like her would do with them, who usually resort 
to buying colored pencils or watercolor anywhere placed on bookstore displays. After seeing the 
scattered pack of crayons that lay on the tables after the kiddie party, her desire for 
“resourcefulness” sparked a revolution. In 2004, she started collecting crayons for schools in GK 
Seco, Batangas, and Gravahan, in Davao City. This year, she continues to collect “gallon size 
Ziploc bags containing 6 pencils, a pack of 24 Crayola crayons, 24 pieces of construction paper, 
30 pieces of wide ruled paper, 1 pair of scissors, a pencil sharpener, erasers, 2 glue sticks, a 
toothbrush, a photo of the child donor, and $1 for shipping.” Who would have thought that what 
we normally neglect and take for granted – such as school supplies, are the only things needed to 
keep young school children in far flung areas going in their work, with wide smiles on their 
faces? As CFC Couples for Christ, SFC Singles for Christ, Handmaids of the Lord, and her 
friends family continued to help her, she eventually came up with 884 kits, about 15 balikbayan 
boxes. At present, GK’s little hero has been able to supply 7 GK communities with valuable 
supplies: Baseco - 3 boxes/180 kits; Davao City - 3 boxes/180 kits; Butuan - 2 boxes/120 kits; 
Batangas - 2 boxes/ 120 kits; Mindoro - 2 boxes/120 kits; Tacurong, Sultan Kudarat - 2 boxes/ 



3

104 kits; Bacolod - 1 boxes/60 kits.
Another way that GK has inspired a revolution is through the death of a United States 

Navy Commander and talented astronaut, Willie McCool. He inspired the building of the Legacy 
Village in Moncada, Tarlac. Highly gifted in mastering technical information and quick 
processing, he became the test pilot for Columbia Mission STS-107. 

The Columbia Space Shuttle was launched in January 2003, with a crew of seven 
members and were able to accomplish 80 experiments while in orbit. However, as it was landing 
back in the Kennedy Space Center in Florida, the shuttle disintegrated upon re-entry into the 
Earth’s atmosphere. McCool died at 42. 

Although he was not present to further establish a Gawad Kalinga village, or make a 
concrete effort to support his ideologies, he did leave a fairly influential ideology that sprouted 
roots in the efforts of building homes for humanity. Before leaving, he was quoted saying: "From 
our orbital vantage point, we observe an Earth without borders, full of peace, beauty and 
magnificence, and we pray that humanity as a whole can imagine a borderless world as we see 
it, and strive to live as one in peace.” 

Married to a Filipina, Lani Rambayon, his “verbal contribution” was highly taken 
advantage of by his mother-in-law Atilana, a Gawad Kalinga volunteer who donated 1 hecatre of 
land in Moncada, Tarlac. She also plans to set-up a mini-Science Museum in his GK village to 
teach Filipino children further science and math. A man of technology, his aim was to propagate 
this technological advantage into children’s futures, and the best part to him is seeing their eyes 
light up upon the word “experiments”. In a turn of events, the Legacy village’s benefactor, Tony 
Pascua who sponsored 50 GK homes in that same area, did not know that his earlier conception 
and construction of the Columbia Space Shuttle was the source of inspiration for this village –
especially McCool who instigated a change in the line of thinking of building homes. 

Unconventional means spark a revolutionary spirit in everyone, but somehow, 
conventional means also bring back a sense of reality in one’s social endeavors as they inform 
you of the inherent limitations of a project, or the need for more volunteerism among society. 

Philippine Volunteerism in Our Hands
“We can never judge the lives of others, because each person knows only their own pain 

and renunciation. It's one thing to feel that you are on the right path, but it's another to think that 
yours is the only path.” - In the many forms that the application of this quote by Paulo Coelho 
took, it has indeed inspired much action and can be seen as the only way to view a hunger 
stricken society in need of equal opportunity and justification. 

It is better to place things in better focus, no matter how young we are. With the little 
theories and principles instilled in is, or whatever little knowledge we gain from our classes, a 
little shallow know-how never hurt nation building. A large scale continuity in terms of a drive 
to succeed, instill and cooperate can get Philippine volunteerism very far. From the concrete 
funding of money to NGO’s to the simple “cast-off shavings” of jail inmates who eagerly 
volunteered to help mop up the oil spilling due to a tanker sinking and yielding off bunker oil in 
the Guimaras islands, there is so much to be done for the plight of social issues – even in the 
littlest of actions. 
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